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Christmas by Lizeth Prado

Christmas is celebrated in many ways. Many 

people like to celebrate Christmas as the birth 

of Jesus. That is why some Christians start 

Christmas off with midnight mass. Children 

often think of Christmas as a time to give and 

receive gifts. Other families enjoy spending 

time together, singing Christmas carols, baking 

sweet treats and sharing in the spirit of the 

holidays. However you plan to celebrate 

Christmas, we hope you enjoy your time off 

with your family.
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New Year's 
By Chris Vasquez and 
Jesus Villasenor

We all celebrate New Years, but how 
was it created? The New Year was 
celebrated in Mesopotamia around 
2000 B.C. There are many current 
traditions including fireworks, 
amazing food, parties, and staying up 
till midnight. One big thing that 
happens on New Year’s eve is the ball 
drop in New York. Once there is a 
minute left, everyone starts counting 
down and when they get to zero, they 
shout " Happy New Years!" We wish 
you a wonderful and happy New Year!



Kwanzaa
By: Melanie Nwanodi

I have always heard of Kwanzaa but never 
understood what exactly it was. But I was surprised 
to hear that it is an African American religion. It is a 
celebration of their cultural heritage and 
traditional values.

People who celebrate Kwanzaa see it as a 
day of gift giving and a feast. As food they make 
African American food dishes. But their tradition is 
the Kinara, it is a candle holder that holds 
Kishumma Saba. Which stands for the seven candles. 
All seven stand for their seven principles.

It also has some interesting facts. Kwanzaa 
is considered a holiday. It is a week-long annual 
celebration. Surprisingly, Kwanzaa is the Hebrew 
word for dedication. In Swahili it means first and 
signifies first fruits of the harvest

As you can see Kwanzaa seems a bit like 
Thanksgiving but with some differences. But there 
was a lot I did not know, and you probably did not 
know. But I am glad I know more about Kwanzaa.



Comic of the Month 

By Christopher Vasquez



Unscramble These Christmas Words! 
By Susana Zuniga

• 1. hsreyrmriamtsc

• 2. stneserp

• 3. tasna

• 4. stnemanro

• 5. seertsamtsirhc

• Once you are finished you can check your 
answers on the last page.



Winter
Sophia Coronel

It's almost winter and people are trying to stay warm 

with this cold weather. Winter starts on a Saturday, December 

21, 2019, and ends on Thursday March 19, 2020. When it 

gets way too cold outside, here are some things you could do 

that are fun inside.

One of them could be playing board games/cards with 

your family. Or plan a trip you want to go to in the future, or 

plan what you want to do during winter. It would be fun to go 

somewhere it would snow.

It snows in Lake Tahoe, CA. During the wintertime the 

highest temperature is 66 degrees and the lowest is 32 

degrees. You can do many things in Lake Tahoe, such as 

skiing, sledding, build a snow man, and many more.

It would be fun to go somewhere like Lake Tahoe to have 

some family time together . Those are some fun things you 

could do in the winter.



DECEMBER 
FOODS

Do you ever say ''What am I going to make to 
eat this Christmas?'' or "What can go with the 
turkey?" Well here I have you thirteen foods for 
Christmas.

Here I have examples of main dishes. Some 
examples of main dishes are turkey, ham, green 
bean casserole, and smoked salmon.

Next, I have examples of side dishes. Some 
examples of side dishes are stuffing, cranberry 
sauce, boiled carrots, and red cabbage.

Finally, I have you some desserts. Examples of 
desserts are pecan pie, peppermint bark, eggnog, 
biscotti, and fruit cake.

So with this buffet of food ,do you know what 
you're making to eat this Christmas?

By Rudy Soria

This Photo by Unknown thr is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC.

http://www.twopeasandtheirpod.com/peppermint-bark-and-peppermint-bark-cookies/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


The Original Tops Food Review 
by Matthew Reyna

If you're in the area why not try The 
Original Tops? It is in Pasadena, 
Cailfornia. It is located at 3838 Colorado 
Blvd. The hours are Monday-Thursday 
6:30 am-11 pm. Friday-Saturday 6:30 –12 
am. Sunday is 6:30-11 pm. They serve 
breakfast but at 10:30 they stop. Their 
phone number is (626)-449-4412. For 
breakfast they have breakfast burritos, 
omelets, toast, and more. You can get 
lunch for breakfast. For lunch they have 
burgers, fries ,chicken and more. For 
dinner they have chicken, fries, burgers, 
and more. They have big cookies that are 
good. The burgers are really good, and 
the chicken is too. That’s it for this food 
review.



Pearl Harbor
by Diego Dominguez
Pearl Harbor is a U.S naval base 
near Honolulu, Hawaii. Pearl 
Harbor was destroyed in the 
devastating surprise attack by 
Japanese forces on December 7, 
1941 just before 8am on a Sunday 
morning. More than 2400 
Americans died that day. One ship 
sank with more than 1000 people 
inside. The day after the attack 
happened President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt asked congress to 
declare war on Japan. This is a day 
to remember because this is what 
lead us into World War 2.

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wreckage_of_bombed_USS_Shaw_on_Pearl_Harbor_-_NARA_-_196078.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


How to Decorate a Christmas Tree in 
Three Easy Steps by Stephanie Cruz

• Step 1-Put the Christmas tree lights 
on, choose a color wire that matches the tree 
so the wire string can look hidden and give 
the tree a dynamic look (a cool and 
lively look). 

• Step 2-Add on the Christmas tree garland 
including a big bow, ribbon, a star, Christmas tree 
topers, candy canes, picture ornaments, and of 
course all of the presents under the tree. 

• Step 3-Now hang all of the ornaments, you 
should hang your favorite ornaments first, after 
hang the rest of the ornaments that are left.

• To conclude I hope this article on how to 
decorate your Christmas tree is very helpful or 
useful for you.



Christmas Events
Christmas is around the corner and you might be looking 
for some type of event. Well here is a list of places you 
can go during the month of December.

The first event I have is called the "Festival of Winter". The 
festival of winter is located at Miller Park in Fontana on the 
14th of December from 11AM-4PM. There will be food, 
music and a parade.

The next event is "Knotts Merry Farm". It starts on 
November 16th at Knotts Berry Farm and ends around the 
beginning of January. Meet Snoopy, enjoy the rides and 
shows and have some food.

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND.

https://www.inbrampton.com/huge-annual-santa-claus-parade-set-to-hit-brampton
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Interview with Mrs. 

HottingeR
1. How long have you been working 

here at Truman?

"This is about my 4th year working 

here at Truman."

2.Do you enjoy working as a librarian?

"I love working as a librarian."

3.What is your favorite book?

"It's like trying to pick a kid, Historical 

fiction and books about magic."

4. How is it like working here?

"Just like working with family, very 

comfortable."

5. Do your kids enjoy reading as much 

as you do?

"Yes, they love reading different styles. 

My 10-year-old, the oldest, loves 

graphic novels, my 8-year-old likes 

Dork Diaries, my 5-year-old loves 

picture books, and my 4-year-old just 

flips through the books."

6. How do you spend your holiday?

"I spend my Holiday with my family, 

quiet and simple."

By: Gracie Rodriguez, Picture taken 

By: America Fernandez de Cordova



How to Wrap a Present
by Lenny Beserra

First, you'll have to get all your materials, 
this should be your present, wrapping 

paper, scissors, and tape. Then make sure 
you're on a flat surface. Next, roll out the 
wrapping paper and place the box in the 
middle of the wrapping paper, if you want 
the seams on the bottom of the box then 

place the box upside down. Then bring the 
paper up one side and over the top of the 

box, all the way to the opposite side. 
Estimate how much additional wrapping 
paper you'll need to cover the side of the 
box that’s not yet covered, then cut the 
paper. Secure the paper to the box with 

tape, bring one side of the paper up to the 
side and halfway across the top, attaching 
to the box with a piece of tape. Then, bring 

the other side of the paper up so it just 
overlaps the first one and affix with tape. 

Next, turn your box, so you're at the sides 
of the box. Grab both sides of the paper 
and fold it to the middle of the box's side, 
tape the wrapping paper to the box. Now, 
repeat to the other side of the box. Then, 
you're all done! That’s my how to wrap a 

present.



BY: Dejerion Wesley



Stress Relievers 

By: Chanel Uribe

Hello! Sometimes we get frustrated and just need to get rid of 
the stress. So, I came up with a bunch of different ways to get rid of 
your stress! I have three different categories; objects/making it, 
making/work, and Entertainment. I hope these help!!

Objects/making it. #1 flour in a rubber glove. #2 Put corn starch 
in water. #3 put water into a rubber glove. #4 Slime. #5 mix water, 
soap, or lotion into playdoh.

Making/work. These could have some work, but they could 
relieve your stress. #1 cleaning. #2 decorating trees. #3 planting. #4 
baking. #5 writing. #6 Art. #7 notes.

Entertainment. These activities can help calm you down and 
make you relaxed. #1 Television. #2 Board gamed. #3 Video games. 
#4 Games. #5 spending time with your family. #6 A movie. #7Netflix. 
#8 Youtube. #9 Hulu. #10 sleeping. #11 reading #12 writing. #13 
drinking water #14 music.

I hope these would help you whenever you're stressed or have 
something on your mind!



WHERE TO VISIT: Winter Edition
By Angel Rodriguez

Counting down in 3 locations this list can provide a 
next vacation trip

NUMBER 3 Orange County

More than 1 million onlookers come to Newport Beach 
for the Christmas Boat Parade. Boats adorned with lights 
glide by, and there are prizes for the best decorations. The 
seaside event, hosted by the Commodores Club, is a 
California Christmas classic.

NUMBER 2 Los Angeles

Candy cane ribbons of lights annually adorn the 
palm trees on Beverly Hills' Rodeo Drive, and that's 
just the start. Make your way to Upper Hastings Ranch for 
more traditional light displays. Every block has a different 
theme, and all are presided over by giant inflatable Santas. 
Just a few miles away from Hastings Ranch's Christmas 
Tree Lane, historic Balian House is adorned with lights and 
nativity displays.

NUMBER 1 San Diego Disney characters illuminate Christmas 
Card Lane in Rancho Penasquitos with the glow of holiday 
cheer. Horse-drawn carriages are the most atmospheric 
way to see the lights, followed by some fireside 
s'mores. For more remarkable lights, head to the San 
Diego Botanic Garden, where 37 acres of all sorts of plants 
are strung with 125,000 glittering lights.



Unusual Pets
by Samantha 

Carrillo

A pet is one of the best purchases you can ever make, a 
little friend who will never be in a bad mood with you 
and whose calming influence has been shown to 
combat stress. By getting one of these pets though you 
can get all those benefits but also enjoy having 
something more unique and exiting that will be a great 
source of conversation and an interesting experience 
just to look after or find out about. Here are some 
unusual pets. Frogs are an unusual pet at the best of 
times, but the attractive looking frog is a unique choice, 
and a great talking point. For sure and unusual pet. The 
sloth is famous for being lazy and inactive which makes it 
an unusual pet but amusing pet. Another unusual pet is 
a capybara, most people probably don’t know what a 
capybara is. A capybara is a rodent, it is nothing like a 
guinea pig or hamster. It can grow up to four feet long 
and can weigh up to one hundred pounds. In some 
areas it is illegal to have a capybara as a pet. 



TMS School History
by Valeria Renteria

• Truman Middle School has a lot of history. It 
opened in 1997. Mrs. Ungar and Mr. Duncan have 
been working here since this school opened. Here 
are some more facts about the school's history.

• Did you know.....

• Weber Hall is named after one of the first assistant 
principals Mr. Weber, after he died.

• Students here used uniforms.

• Your jacket had to be a school color or you would 
have to take it off.

• Shirts had to be tucked in pants.

• Some principals were...

• Dr. Brown

• Mr. Reid

• Dr. Pagano

• Dr. Hall

• One more fact about this school is the teachers and 
staff voted the timber wolf as the mascot.



Giving
By: Marylin Castaneda

Have you ever wondered...

Why is giving gifts important?- When you give 
gifts, you are giving something without wanting 
something in return. Making someone feel special 
is more than enough reason to make you give 
more. It tells the receiver that you care and were 
thinking about them.

When did Christmas gift giving start?- Early 
Christmas and the legend of St. Nicholas- The day 
of Jesus' birth was established as December 25, in 
around the year 336 A.D. Yet many pagan customs 
continued in the festive season, including the 
tradition of giving gifts. The new festival of 
Christmas became tied in with stories like that of 
St. Nicholas.

Why do we give gifts on Christmas?- One of the 
main reasons we have the custom of giving and 
receiving presents on Christmas is to remind us of 
the presents given to Jesus by the three wise men.



Twins
HANNAH ALFARO

Have you ever wondered what's it like to be a twin? 
I interviewed a pair of twins and I asked them some 
questions. They didn’t want to be named so let's just call 
them twin A and twin B. So the first question I asked was 
who is the oldest? They answered twin B. The next 
question I asked was what was your favorite memory 
together? They answered that one time when they went 
to the movies with their friends and there were no 
parents. The next question was who takes longer to get 
ready? They answered twin B. The next question I asked 
was do you have anything matching? They answered 
yes. The next question I asked was do you guys ever 
dress alike? They answered yes but only on special 
events. The last question was do you like having a twin? 
They said yes because they’ll never feel alone.



Fashion
Esmeralda Solorio

Do you care about fashion or care about 
what you wear? I interviewed a couple of 
students and a lot of them have similar style. 
For example, a lot of student's favorite brands are 
Champion, Santa Cruz, and Nike. Most students 
shop at Zumiez and Tillys. Students also like to 
wear chains, glasses, and scrunches. Most 
student's favorite colors are white, black, and 
blue. However not all students like these colors, 
they also might like lighter colors like pink, 
yellow, and orange or they might like darker 
colors like gray or dark blue. Is your style 
different? Or is it the same like most of the 
students?
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Answers for Christmas 

scrambled words

1. Merry Christmas

2. Presents

3. Santa

4. Ornaments

5. Christmas Trees


